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SUPPORTING CONGRESSIONAL 

GOLD MEDAL FOR IRAN HOS-
TAGES 

(Mr. SUOZZI asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. SUOZZI. Mr. Speaker, I rise to 
support the award of a Congressional 
Gold Medal to the 52 hostages of the 
Iran hostage crisis that were released, 
after 444 days of captivity, 41 years ago 
today. 

On November 4, 1979, Iranian student 
militants stormed the U.S. Embassy in 
Tehran and took Embassy employees 
captive. Despite mock firing squads, 
beatings, solitary confinement, lack of 
food, and psychological torture, the 
American hostages maintained their 
strength and resilience. 

Back at home, Americans remained 
united in their support for the hos-
tages, many tying yellow ribbons 
around trees as a sign of solidarity. 
The former hostages have never re-
ceived proper recognition from their 
government for their sacrifices. 

This bipartisan bill is a symbol of our 
Nation’s ability to come together to 
honor these American heroes. As of 
today, the bill has over 166 cosponsors. 

Special thanks to Commission 52 and 
Chairman Brock Pierce for helping to 
gather support for the bill. It is a true 
public service. 

f 

PRESIDENT BIDEN DRAGGING 
COUNTRY BACKWARD 

(Mr. WILLIAMS of Texas asked and 
was given permission to address the 
House for 1 minute.) 

Mr. WILLIAMS of Texas. Mr. Speak-
er, this week marks 1 year of President 
Biden’s out-of-touch, reckless, and dis-
astrous Presidency. 

The past 12 months have been filled 
with failure after failure, and Ameri-
cans are dealing with the consequences 
at every corner. 

From skyrocketing inflation, in-
creased crime rates, a disastrous Af-
ghanistan exit, an open border agenda, 
concerned parents labeled as domestic 
terrorists, and more, this administra-
tion has failed the American people. 

Amidst all the crises, President 
Biden has spent a quarter of his first 
year in his Delaware basement, avoid-
ing all responsibilities. This is unac-
ceptable from anyone. 

I came to Congress to serve the peo-
ple of Texas’ 25th Congressional Dis-
trict, and when I am back home, I hear 
firsthand how Texans are worse off 
under President Biden than ever be-
fore. 

The bottom line is, a year of the 
Biden administration’s socialist and 
far-left agenda has dragged our country 
backward, not forward. 

It is time America has leaders that 
put America first. President Joe Biden 
is not that leader. He has 33 percent ap-
proval. 

In God we trust. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 

STANTON). Members are reminded to re-

frain from engaging in personalities to-
ward the President. 

f 

CELEBRATING FEDERAL FUNDING 
TO EXPAND HOUSTON SHIP 
CHANNEL 
(Ms. GARCIA of Texas asked and was 

given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute and to revise and extend 
her remarks.) 

Ms. GARCIA of Texas. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise today to celebrate the Federal dol-
lars coming to the Houston area to 
solve the supply chain issues facing our 
community and to create more jobs. 

Yesterday, the Biden administration 
announced over $14 billion for projects 
that will improve our Nation’s ports, 
waterways, and railroads. That in-
cludes $147 million for a project to ex-
pand the Houston Ship Channel on the 
way to the Port of Houston. 

This project will make it easier for 
ships to reach the docks and help more 
cargo move faster from the container 
ship to the store shelf. This will create 
jobs, jobs, and more jobs. This is huge 
for Texas, huge for Houston, and huge 
for the whole country. 

Thanks to the Infrastructure Invest-
ment and Jobs Act passed by this 
Chamber, we are solving the real prob-
lems facing everyday Americans. 

I am grateful for the leadership of 
President Biden and my colleagues in 
Congress for getting this done. 

f 

REPUBLICANS WILLING TO WORK 
WITH PRESIDENT BIDEN 

(Mr. GROTHMAN asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute.) 

Mr. GROTHMAN. Mr. Speaker, I lis-
tened last night to President Biden’s 
press conference, and I was dis-
appointed that he felt the Republicans 
did not want to work with him. 

I would like to open the door, first of 
all, to working together to balance the 
budget. We don’t consider it a goal of 
ours to race to get to $30 trillion in 
debt. 

Please, Mr. Biden, convene a group of 
Republicans and Democrats. Let’s 
work together to balance the budget. 

Secondly, prior to you taking office, 
it was routine that about 20,000 people 
per month came across the border. 
Now, we are at over 80,000. 

I secondly ask that we convene a bi-
partisan group to get back down to 
20,000 a month to cross the border. 

Finally, at the time President Trump 
was President, he was given a cocktail 
which cured his COVID illness almost 
immediately. That cocktail should be 
available to all Americans. 

I, again, encourage a joint conference 
with us to get together and cure the 
people who get COVID. 

Finally, Mr. President, stop being so 
divisive and screaming racism right 
and left. It does no good for this body 
to constantly call racism. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Mem-
bers are reminded to direct their re-
marks to the Chair. 

IMPROVING MERRILL AND RING 
CREEK BRIDGE 

(Mr. LARSEN of Washington asked 
and was given permission to address 
the House for 1 minute.) 

Mr. LARSEN of Washington. Mr. 
Speaker, people have been traveling 
across the Merrill and Ring Creek 
Bridge in Everett, Washington, since 
Herbert Hoover was President of the 
United States. 

Every day, residents drive, walk, 
pedal, and roll across the bridge to get 
to and from work and school in Everett 
and to catch a ferry in Mukilteo. Com-
muters on Everett Transit’s route 18 
bus rely on the bridge to access Sound-
er commuter rail and Amtrak service 
at Everett Station. 

However, a recent assessment re-
vealed the bridge is not only struc-
turally deficient; it is vulnerable to 
collapse in the event of an earthquake. 
Thanks to the bipartisan infrastruc-
ture law, Washington communities will 
receive more than $605 million over the 
next 5 years to invest in critical bridge 
repairs. 

Last week, Everett officials took me 
across the Merrill and Ring Creek 
Bridge and told me how this bold, long- 
term investment will create jobs, drive 
economic recovery, and keep people on 
the move. 

Mr. Speaker, you cannot have a big- 
league economy with little-league in-
frastructure. Thanks to the bipartisan 
infrastructure law, communities in my 
district now have the resources needed 
to repair aging bridges and build a win-
ning game plan for the region’s eco-
nomic future. 

f 

RECOGNIZING STETSON BENNETT 

(Mr. CARTER of Georgia asked and 
was given permission to address the 
House for 1 minute and to revise and 
extend his remarks.) 

Mr. CARTER of Georgia. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise today to honor and recognize 
one of the First District’s finest, quar-
terback Stetson Bennett of the Georgia 
Bulldogs. 

Football is filled with stories of tri-
umph, tribulation, and heart. The saga 
of Stetson Bennett has now cemented 
itself as one of those great stories that 
football fans will talk about for gen-
erations. 

Hailing from Blackshear, Georgia, in 
Pierce County, Stetson Bennett grew 
up with a dream and a drive to turn 
that dream into reality. 

As a young quarterback at Pierce 
County High School, Stetson was able 
to accumulate 3,700 passing yards, 500 
rushing yards, and 40 touchdowns, 
along with Class 3A second team all- 
State honors. 

Despite his accomplishments, 
Stetson was overlooked by many top 
football programs, but he never gave 
up the dream and walked on at the 
University of Georgia. 

Following his freshman year, he 
chose to transfer to a junior college, 
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